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Dear Parents,

Well we finally have some more ‘traditional’ weather and let’s hope for everyone’s sake that the wettest part of the winter is past! 
Just to remind you, that like last term, homework will usually given out on a Friday and is to be returned the following Wednesday. Spellings are set weekly and are stuck into the children’s spelling books. These too go home on a Friday and there will be a test the following Thursday.  Thank you to everyone who encouraged their children to write such comprehensive non-chronological reports about dinosaurs – I enjoyed reading them and there were some lovely illustrations too.  This term we will be covering the following: 

English
In English we have begun to write scary stories. The aim of these is to create atmosphere and tension, through good description and punctuation rather than blood and gore!  Story writing is a really good way for the children to use their imagination and to practise the specific grammar and punctuation skills that they learn on a weekly basis. As always we will be correcting and developing spelling skills so please ensure that there is evidence in your child’s spelling book that they have practised their words. In  grammar, spelling and punctuation lessons this term we shall be specifically learning about the present perfect tense (which is using has/have before a verb); how to use a wide range of pronouns; how to include prepositions of time and place and reinforcing the use of subordinate clauses and adverbial openers. These are all grammatical terms and concepts that we are required to learn in year three, so if you do notice your children speaking incorrectly please do model the correct use of English.  Spelling is also taught in a specific lesson and we still teach phonics. Reading skills are taught in two dedicated lessons and the children are encouraged to both infer and deduce from what they have read. Reading comprehensions also help to widen vocabulary. We will continue to hear your child read as often as possible, but please encourage your child to read as widely as possible at home– both books that they enjoy and those that they may find more challenging. Later this term we will be looking at a range of poetry and after half term we will be writing instructions.

Maths 
After recapping some of last terms fractions work we have begun, this week, to increase the accuracy with which the children are able to tell the time. By the end of year 3 the children are required to tell the time, on an analogue clock, to the nearest minute and to be able to convert this to digital time. They need to be able to read a clock that uses Roman Numerals too! After they can do this they move on to reading timetables and answering questions/ solving problems based on these. I would be very grateful if you could ask your child what the time is....how long is it until....what would that be in digital time etc as the more practise they get the better. We have also done a brief recap of the four many number operations and, as always, it is really evident just how important rapid recall of tables is. These need to be practised continually and we chant and test these every day/week. In addition to building on and reinforcing written calculation skills including fractions we will be doing some data handling – collecting data, constructing tables and charts and then answering questions from these.   
Science 

Our topics in science this term are ‘Sound’. We have already enjoyed several experiments that demonstrated that sound is caused by vibrations of varying amplitude and that sound travels through air. We particularly enjoyed popping balloons with flour in them to demonstrate that, just as with thunder and lightning, you see an event before you hear it, because of the difference in the speed of sound and light through air. We will soon be moving on to more practical work when we shall be finding out how to sound proof items through using a variety of materials. After half term we will be looking at plants and learning about what they need to thrive.
Computing 

We are starting this term working on basic ICT skills; importing pictures, saving and retrieving work and using search engines to locate information. We will then move on to using different presentation software to present what we learn in our history topic. 
PE

This term the class are attending swimming sessions in Wigton. Before half term we are working on gymnastic skills of balance, rolling and putting together sequences of movement. Hopefully, after half term, tennis sessions with Carl will resume.
History

Our history topic this term is Ancient Egypt. We will be learning about the importance of the River Nile, mummification, Egyptian gods and pharaohs and life during the period. The children will have opportunities to look at sources of evidence and to carry out individual research.  

Geography 
After half term we will move on to our geography topic on climate and how it differs across the world. As part of this topic we will be studying time zones and the effects climate has on us all.
French

We are currently learning names of animals. So far we have learnt names of pets and will move on to farm animals in the next week. The children have opportunities to speak using simple phrases to express likes and dislikes and have linked their knowledge of number into this topic as well. They also have the chance to write simple words and phrases in French. After half term we will be learning words associated with birthdays; as part of this we will be writing invitations and perhaps even do some cooking and write simple menus and recipes in French.
RE
This term Mrs Jennison will be teaching the children about parables and their meaning. They will then be relating this to their own behaviour and lives. After half term they will be learning about the meaning and traditions of Easter. 
Art, Design and Technology.
In year 3 this term we will be exploring how to create cartoon characters – with particular reference to Manga, and looking at using different computer programs to aid us. We will also discuss the work of more modern artists such as Banksy. After half term we will return to Design and Technology which will be linked to our topic work. 

Please feel free to ask me if you have any queries or concerns. 
Yours sincerely,

Julia Garner
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