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Dear Parents,

Time has flown and we are already well into the summer term, although the temperature outside is still definitely wintery! As you will probably be aware Mrs Pitcher is no longer teaching year 3 and Mrs Dickson has taken on the topic, French, ICT and PE.
May I remind you, that like last term, homework will usually given out on a Friday and is to be returned the following Wednesday. Spellings are set weekly and the children now copy these into their books. I endeavour to check that they have copied them down correctly!  These too go home on a Friday and there will be a test the following Thursday.  
This term we will be covering the following: 

English
In English we have begun to write science fiction stories. This will give them the opportunity to practise and develop the writing skills that they have been learning in grammar and punctuation.  It also allows them to develop their imagination. They seem to be quite enthusiastic about the forthcoming alien battles!  After science fiction we will be revising our work on non-chronological reports and then learning how to write letters.  In grammar, spelling and punctuation lessons this term we shall be extending the range/position of subordinate clauses; increasing the range of pronouns used ; learning more about prepositions of time and place and reinforcing the use of adverbial openers. In spelling we are looking at words ending in ious / ure / ion. We will also re-visit the basic spelling rules such as adding ed and plurals.  In reading work we will continue to try to extend the range of vocabulary the children use and understand, as well as developing their inference and deduction skills. We will continue to hear your child read as often as possible, but please encourage your child to read as widely as possible at home. 
Maths 
In maths this term we will continue to secure the children’s understanding of place value and how to partition numbers in different ways to help with both mental and written calculations. We are currently revising and developing their basic calculation skills and applying these through problem solving. This includes using measures of length, weight, capacity and time. We have already covered 2D and 3D shapes and their properties and are about to revisit fractions. This will include the simple addition and subtraction of fractions and the equivalence of fractions. Later on we will also look at the 24 hour clock and telling the time from timetables. In year 3 they are required to tell the time, using the 24 hour clock, to the nearest minute. This is an area that you can really help your child with by asking them the time, using timetables – eg tv schedules, and asking questions like ‘How long is it until...’. As you can imagine the vast majority of work is under-pinned by tables knowledge. Please can you continue to practise these with your  child. They must know their 2,3,4,5,8 and 10 times tables by the end of the year.  
Science 

In science we are finishing off our work on plants by comparing the life cycle of flowering and non flowering plants. We are learning to read and design our own identification keys and will than cover some food chain work. After that, we are going to be learning about light. They will learn about the properties of light and how the earth, sun and moon move in relation to each other. They will learn the different terms: transparent, translucent and opaque and experiment with different materials. Hopefully, if we get plenty of sunny days, we will be able to do some shadow work on the yard too! 
Computing 

In computing we will be completing two units: ‘We are Presenters’ which will focus on creating a short video film and ‘We are Opinion Pollsters’ which will involve collecting and analysing data.
PE

We will be doing cricket and rounders in PE which will give the children plenty of opportunities to practise their ball skills and communicate with each other. They are also receiving tennis tuition from external coaches every week.
History/Geography
Our topic in History is ‘Tudor Britain’.  We will learn all about Tudor life and specifically about Life in Tudor Carlisle when we visit Tullie House and the Guildhall in Carlisle in May.

Our topic in Geography is ‘Where does our power come from?’ which will involve learning all about different sources of energy.
French

We will be learning all about ‘Family’ and ‘Countries around the World.’  We will learn key vocabulary through a variety of activities and games which will help to promote the spoken and written language.

Music 

Mr Clark will continue to teach music. 
RE
This term Mrs Jennison will be teaching the children about Islam. They will learn about the prophet Muhammed (PBUH) and basic beliefs of the religion. 
Art, Design and Technology.
In year 3 this term we will be learning to draw different mythical creatures. This will enable me to develop the children’s understanding of proportion and perspective. We will use a range of media and will combine these in a variety of ways.  

Please feel free to ask me if you have any queries or concerns. 

Yours sincerely,

Julia Garner
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