GOVERNORS

Boltons C of E Primary School


HOME WORK POLICY
Broad Aims
Boltons School firmly believes that the best education is where teachers, parents and pupils work together to enable the children to reach their full potential.  To encourage pupils to extend their learning activities beyond the school day, either on their own or with parents, homework is set.

School Council – think “homework is important as it helps us to learn more and gives us extra practice and more time to do things if we aren’t sure about them”.

At KS1 & Early
this is to develop a partnership with parents and to involve 
Years
them actively in children’s learning.

At KS2   
to increase independent learning.

At Yr6
to develop a wide range of homework in preparation for the next phase of their education.

At all stages homework should try to be fun and show balance between subjects.
Aims
KS1 & Early
to reinforce reading and numeracy skills.

Years
increase parental awareness of what and how we teach skills.


to make parents aware of areas in which they can support their child’s learning.


to put down sound foundations for the rest of their school career.

KS2
to extend and/or reinforce learning activities.


to develop personal organisation skills.


to encourage children to be more independent in their attitude to 

learning.

In both Key Stages to be sure that the needs of the individual pupil are paramount.

Time Allocation
Both Key Stages to take home reading every night.

Early Years
Have a simple suitable activity once a week.

KS1

Tables and spellings – a balance between the two.



other activities given once a week (to be spaced out at the parents 



discretion).

KS2

Homework is set once or twice weekly for 20/30 minutes of further activities after 
reading, balanced between Maths, English, Science and Topic.  Tables are also set to be learnt at home.
Unfinished classroom work will be sent home for completion at the discretion of the teacher.  All homework to be spaced out, for completion, at the parent’s discretion.

· Parents and children are aware of the length of time allocated to them for the completion of homework, through a home school book or a timetable and teacher termly curriculum letters.
· Children are given time in school to complete unfinished homework.
S.E.N.
These children will be given work in line with their Individual Education Programme and suited to their level of development.

Organisation
Class teachers and Teaching Assistants, under the teacher’s direction, will be responsible for the routine setting, giving out, collection and marking of homework.

Use of I.C.T.
As an aid to researching information computers are acceptable.  The children need to use this facility in response to given questions and directives.

For Y5/6 some homework may be set on the VLE (Moodle) site for completion online.  All pupils and parents are informed when homework is set on Moodle.
Presentation of work using computers would be acceptable on some assignments as directed by the teacher.

Parental Contribution
· To encourage the children to do homework.

· To be involved in the process, particularly with the younger children.

· To set aside a time and place for homework to be done, establish a sensible routine.

· To encourage and praise the child for effort and for completing work as well as for work that is correctly done.

· To feedback to the school on how well the child did the activity and on the level of difficulty and interest involved, through a homework diary.

Recording
Work sent back with comments for future reference written on by the teacher.  

A record of work sent, returned, completed, to be kept by the teachers.

Continuity and Progression
Work will be follow-on from classroom lessons and will consolidate learning.  Children’s work will be recorded to ensure continuity.

Resources
The school is building up a bank of photocopiable resources and uses aspects of the English Scheme to go home.  Maths homework is in line with the topic being investigated in the school that term. Folders will be supplied for the children. 

All materials taken home should be treated with due care and returned in good order.

Established September 1998
Reviewed annually in September
November 2009 – Minor changes and School Council Review

November 2011 – No changes

January 2013 – Minor changes
Sept 2013 – Minor changes
December 2013 – No changes 
December 2014 – Minor Changes
December 2015 – No Changes
December 2016 – Minor Changes
Parents will be asked for comments through the annual questionnaire sent out each April.

A copy of the policy will be issued to parents of all new entrants to school via the Prospectus.
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