	BOLTONS monthly NEWS LETTER


September 2023
Dear Parents,
A very warm welcome back to school and a special welcome to all of our new starters in Year Reception and also to Quinlan who joins us in Year 4. I hope you all had an enjoyable summer with your families; it is nice to see the children all returning and settling into new classes and new routines.

Just a reminder that our school day starts with assembly at 8:30am and parents are welcome to join us for any of these. At the end of the day I think it would be safer and easier for staff if parents were to come onto the yard and wait under the bike shelter; staff will then send your children to you. Please could we ask that parents do not come to any of the school doors at collection time, as this makes it difficult for us to get the children out, and also please do remember that the school day finishes at 3pm and therefore the older children may be out a few minutes after 3pm, as they have belongings to collect from the cloakroom.
Our older pupils will be running a KS2 break time tuck shop from Monday next week- children may purchase fruit for 20p per item or a piece of toast for 10p. Money can either be brought in daily or at the start of the week and kept securely in drawers. All children in KS1 and Reception receive a piece of fruit free of charge.    

The library bus will be visiting school on Monday 11th September so please return all Cumbria County Council library books to class teachers before then.

On Friday 22nd we are taking the whole school to Boltongate Church for a service to be led by Revd Banks; we thought this would be a lovely way to start the new school year. There will be no school based assembly on this day. We will take the children to the church by bus and they will be back in school by mid-morning. Part of the KS1 and Reception curriculum is to visit a local church and after the service they will be staying on with their teachers to look around and to learn a bit more about what happens in a church. Please can you complete and return the attached permission slip, as without permission we are unable to take children off site; permissions can also be emailed to us on admin@boltons.cumbria.sch.uk. We are asking for a voluntary contribution of £2 towards the cost of transport for this trip; money can be paid by bank transfer using the following details:

Account Name: Boltons C of E School Fund

Sort Code: 16-52-21

Account Number: 51591735

On Monday 25th September the school photographer will be with us; this year if you want to have a photograph taken with a sibling who is not in school please come in through the main entrance at 8:20am and the photographer will take family photographs first and then we will organise individual and family photos of all children who are in school. School uniform to be worn as usual please.

This term we have Jon Gibson in school delivering cricket coaching to KS2 pupils on Wednesdays and Carlisle United coaching staff are also in delivering sessions for all pupils on Thursdays. Mr Clarke also comes in to run music lessons for KS1 and KS2 pupils.

On Friday 29th September we are holding a Macmillan Coffee Afternoon; this will start at 2pm and our older pupils will be running this. All parents and family members are welcome to join us to support this very worthy cause.

On October 5th the School Immunisation Team will be in school to administer nasal flu vaccines to children; an information leaflet and permission letters for this will be sent out by Mrs Cornthwaite tomorrow. She will also be sending out data collection sheets- please return these as soon as possible as it is very important that we hold up to date information on all pupils. 

Our Harvest Assembly takes place in school on Friday 13th October at 1:30pm; we will hold a raffle at this with proceeds going to charities that the children choose. We would be very grateful for any raffle prizes for this and they can be brought into the office at any time. We will also be supporting the Foodbank Appeal again and we would ask that any items of food for this be brought in on Friday 13th.

At the end of this letter I have included the dates of the national tests for 2024- during these periods holidays should not be taken; also a reminder that term time holidays cannot be authorised and as such are recorded as unauthorised holidays. 

I have also put dates for our December events at the end of the letter, but more details will be forthcoming nearer the time.
We are all looking forward to another busy year and seeing you able to join us for the events we have planned.

Kind Regards

Amanda M Pitcher

Head Teacher

Boltongate Church Visit September 2023

I give permission for my child/children ………..…………………………………….. to go to Boltongate Church on September 22nd.

Signed: ………………………………………..    Date: ……………………………….

____________________________________________________________________________________

	
Dates for Your Diary


Friday 22nd September                                               Whole School Church Service 

Monday 25th September                                             School Photographer Family Photos

Friday 13th October                                                    Harvest festival Assembly 1:30pm

Monday 23rd October- Friday 27th October               Half Term week

Monday 30th October                                                 School re-opens

13th and 14th December                                              Infant performances 6:30pm

15th December                                                            Junior performance 6:30pm
18th December                                                            Christmas party

19th December                                                            Carol Service 8:30am 

W/C 13th May 2024                                                   KS2 SATS for Year 6

Whole month of May 2024                                        KS1 assessments (non statutory) for pupils in Year 2

W/C 12th June 2024                                                   Phonics screening check Year 1

3rd  to 15th June 2024                                                 Multiplication check Year 4

