	BOLTONS monthly NEWS LETTER


September 2026
Dear Parents,
A very warm welcome back to school and a special welcome to all of our new starters in Year Reception; we are all settling in nicely and getting to grips with new routines and class structures. A warm welcome also to Miss Jade Tiffen, our new school cook.

I am delighted to inform you that Miss Bell gave birth to a baby girl in August and both mum and baby are doing well.

Just a reminder that our school day starts with assembly at 8:30am and parents are welcome to join us for any of these. At the end of the day parents should come onto the yard and wait under the shelter; staff will then send your children to you. Please could we ask that parents do not come to any of the school doors at collection time, as this makes it difficult for us to get the children out, and also please do remember that the school day finishes at 3pm and therefore the older children may be out a few minutes after 3pm, as they have belongings to collect from the cloakroom.
Please can we ask that if your child is being collected by someone other than yourself that you let us know and please could parents of children who use the school taxi keep us informed of any changes to these arrangements. 

Our older pupils will be running a KS2 break time tuck shop - children may purchase fruit for 20p per item or a piece of toast for 10p. Money can either be brought in daily or at the start of the week and kept securely in drawers. All children in KS1 and Reception receive a piece of fruit free of charge.    

On Monday 21st September the school photographer will be with us; this year if you want to have a photograph taken with a sibling who is not in school please come in through the main entrance at 8:20am and the photographer will take family photographs first and then we will organise individual and family photos of all children who are in school. School uniform to be worn as usual please.

This term we have Carlisle United coaching staff delivering sessions for all pupils on Thursdays. Mr Clarke also comes in to run music lessons for KS1 and KS2 pupils on a Friday.

On Friday 25th September we are holding a Macmillan Coffee Morning; this will start at 9am after assembly and our older pupils will be running this. All parents and family members are welcome to join us to support this very worthy cause.

Our Harvest Assembly takes place in school on Friday 23rd October at 9am; we will hold a raffle at this with proceeds going to charities that the children choose. We would be very grateful for any raffle prizes for this and they can be brought into the office at any time. We will also be supporting the Foodbank Appeal again and we would ask that any items of food for this be brought in on Friday 23rd October.
On Wednesday 4th November the School Immunisation Team will be in school to administer nasal flu vaccines to children.
Parent consultations will take place week commencing 9th November, more information will follow nearer the time. 

At the end of this letter I have included the dates of the national tests for 2027- during these periods holidays should not be taken; also a reminder that term time holidays cannot be authorised and as such are recorded as unauthorised holidays. Good attendance continues to be a high priority and in line with other schools we report all unauthorised term time absences to the Local Authority Attendance Team, who could issue a penalty notice. The first penalty notice issued to a parent in respect of a particular child will be charged at £160 if paid within 28 days (this will be reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days). A second penalty notice issued to the same parent in respect of the same pupil is charged at a flat rate of £160, if paid within 28 days. If a penalty notice goes unpaid after 28 days, then court proceedings would be initiated by the Local Authority.  The Local Authority may decide to proceed directly to prosecution if previous penalty notices have been issued. Government guidance continues to reinforce good school attendance and advises schools not to authorise term time absence, other than in exceptional circumstances; the government does not consider a family holiday to be exceptional circumstances. Please could we also ask that any routine medical appointments are made for out of school hours whenever possible.
I have also put dates for some of our December events at the end of the letter, but more details will be forthcoming nearer the time.
We are all looking forward to another busy year and seeing you able to join us for the events we have planned.

Kind Regards

Amanda M Pitcher

Head Teacher

	
Dates for Your Diary


Monday 21st September                                              School Photographer Family Photos

Friday 25th September
                                                MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Friday 23rd October                                                     Harvest festival Assembly 9am
Monday 26th- Friday 30th October                              Half Term week

Monday 2nd November                                               School re-opens

Wednesday 4th November                                          Nasal Flu Vaccines

W/C 9th November




Parent Consultations

10th December                                                           Infant performances 

11th December                                                            Junior performances 

16th December





Christmas Theatre Trip

18th December                                                             Carol Service 8:30am 

18th December 




Last day of term

W/C 10th May 2027                                                    KS2 SATS for Year 6

W/C 14th June 2027                                                    Phonics screening check Year 1

7th – 18th June 2027                                                    Multiplication check Year 4

